
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 2 (8/8/21) 

 The healing miracle that we hear about today in the Gospel is both an instruction to us 

about what it means to be open, and also a demonstration of the power of Jesus to overcome the 

barriers we have to openness.  In the Epistle we hear about the power of Jesus to overcome 

barriers.  St. Paul recounts the fact that Christ died for our sins, was buried, and rose again.  He 

was seen by thousands after this.  Death itself cannot lay hold to Him, death cannot stop Him, 

death is of no consequence to the Author of Life.  The other barrier Jesus success in overcoming 

is the seemingly impossible barrier between us and Heaven.  In what way could it be possible for 

flesh and blood human beings, imperfect as we are, bound to matter and time as we are to enter 

into the realm of the perfect, immaterial, and timeless God?  In Jesus is crossing this barrier 

possible.  What is required on our part is a certain openness to hear, to believe, and to do. 

 The healing of the man who was deaf and dumb illustrates two different types of 

openness.   The first receives, it opens the individual to take in something that it does not have.  

The second is one that gives, it opens the individual to disburse to another what has been 

received.  Our Christian life is a life that makes use of both of these types of openness.  The 

receiving of what Jesus has to offers continues the process of transformation whereby we 

become able to join to Him and cross the barrier to Eternal Life.  This reception allows the 

imperfect to be purified, it allows the material and time-bound to not exist in a sea of emptiness 

which we call Hell when our material bodies are destroyed and we exist in spirit.  Our ability to 

express allows the gift of God’s Love to be shared, and allows us to participate in the increase of 

the number of the saved. 

 But we are often more deaf and dumb then we think.  We fail to approach Jesus to be 

fully healed.  We can stop short of fully receiving Jesus and fully committing ourselves to what 

he demands of us.  Sometimes we seek a watered down substitute to what Jesus can provide - a 

less perfect product.   It is as if the deaf man would have just wanted to have a pad and pencil 

from Jesus to communicate.   We can be ignorant what we still need to hear, we can think that we 

have said all that needs to be said.  We can be content with the pad and pencil, not knowing the 

more expansive healing that we require.  



 The man in the Gospel was in need of healing.  Despite his willingness to approach Jesus, 

it was only by the direct power and intervention of Our Lord that his ears were open.  This 

opening of the ears symbolizes the many senses that Jesus can open for us, the many ways in 

which channels for the Grace of God can be open.   Jesus has the ability to open our ears to His 

words, to open our eyes to the wonders of His presence in the world, to open our minds to 

contemplate the majesty of God, to open our mouths to receive His Blessed presence in the 

Eucharist.  The more that we ask Our Lord to open these senses, the more we approach Him like 

the man in the Gospel, the more we are filled with the wisdom, knowledge, and presence of the 

Divine Savior.  

 However, once these gifts are received they are not for our sanctification alone.  Jesus 

repeatedly sends out his disciples to spread His words, He charges and empowers them to bring 

His healing, He expects them to “go out to all the world and tell the Good News.”  The one who 

believes that they can be one with God, and does not love others enough to desire the same union 

with God for them, is not genuine.  The barrier to Heaven that can be crossed by our reception of 

God’s Grace is only worthily crossed when we are filled with the Love of God that impels us to 

bring others to the truth so that they can across with us.  Jesus opening the man’s mouth to speak 

is symbolic of his empowering us to spread the truth that He brings, it also symbolizes the 

empowerment to use our hands and feet as well to be the Lord’s presence ministering to others, 

and guiding them to Him to be open themselves. 

 The Lord says to you today “Ephphetha, that is, Be thou opened.”  In this Mass pray to 

Jesus to come and touch your ears so that all your senses may be opened to receive Him.  In this 

Mass pray that as you open your mouth to receive the Eucharist that this touch of the presence 

Our Lord heals what in you is a barrier to receiving God’s grace.  The Lord says “Ephphetha, Be 

thou opened.” Open to be a conduit of Love to others to draw them to Jesus.  The Lord says 

“Ephphetha, Be thou opened.” Open so that you may participate in the victory won when Jesus 

crossed the barrier of death, leaving behind His own Body as a bridge for us to cross the barrier 

between this world and Heaven.  Be as receptive as the people who witnessed the miracle were, 

be as captivated by the power that you will be able to see Jesus work in the world, be energetic as 

they were to share with others what they saw, heard, and believed. 



 


